Christmas Eve
Candlelight Eucharist
8:00 pm 2020
St. Hilda’s By the Sea Anglican Church
O p e n D o o r s ∙ O p en He a r t s ∙ O p e n M i nd s
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Richard Hergesheimer
Deacon: The Ven Bruce Morris
Musicians: Katherine Hume, Karen Foster, Amelia Foster
Val Rutter, Julie Rutter

Reader: Heather Jeal
Prayers: Maggie Scott
Altar Guild: Janet Tufnall

 The Gathering of Community 
Preludes begins at 7:45 pm............. Karen Foster, violin & Katherine Hume, piano

Introduction & Welcome
Opening Hymn .............................. Once in Royal David’s City CP 123
1. Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy.
3. Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by;
we shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high,
when, like stars, his children crowned all in white shall gather round.

Greeting
Celebrant Welcome in the name of Christ.
People
Celebrant
All
Celebrant
People

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you.
And also with you
We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world.
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us
and we beheld his glory.
God in Christ has revealed his great love for us.
Come let us worship.

An Advent Wreath Liturgy of Remembrance
This first candle of hope we light
is to remember those whom we have loved and lost.
First candle is lit.

We pause to remember their name, their face, their voice,
the memory that binds them to us in this season
in the hope they will continue to make a difference to our lives.
May God's caring love surround them and us.
This second candle of peace we light is to mend the pain of loss;
the loss of relationships, loss of jobs, loss of health and home.
Second candle is lit.

We pause to gather up the pain of the past and offer it to God,
asking that we receive the gift of peace.
Refresh, restore, renew us we pray,
and lead us peacefully into the future.
This third candle of joy we light is for ourselves.
Third candle is lit.
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We pause to remember past weeks and months and years:
the disbelief, anger and ‘down’ times, the poignancy of reminiscing,
hugs and handshakes of family and friends, who stood with us.
Let us remember dawn defeats darkness
for ‘joy comes in the morning.’
This fourth candle of love we light is to remember
the gift of love which the Christmas story offers us.
Fourth candle is lit.

We remember Creativity - God companions us, sharing our life,
Being -With -Us, Emmanuel.
Let us look for new possibilities now, in the present.
Spirit of God, calm our hearts
so we can hear your still, small voice.
Advent Hymn

The Collect
Celebrant Almighty God,
all as we prepare with joy

to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child,
embrace the earth with your glory
and be for us a living hope
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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 The Proclamation of the Word of God 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 ............................................................Heather Jeal
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn....................................... The First Nowell vs 1-2 CP 139
1. The first nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep
Refrain: Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
born is the King of Israel.
2. They looked up and saw a star,
shining in the east, beyond them far;
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and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
Deacon
People
Deacon
People

May God be with you.
And also with you.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

At the end of the reading:
Deacon
People

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gradual Hymn ....................................... The First Nowell vs 3-4 CP 139
3. And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest;
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
and there it did both stop and stay,
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain

Lighting the Christ Candle
Deacon We have waited with hope

for God to bring justice and righteousness.

We have waited with peace
for God’s shalom to be felt.
We have waited with joy,
celebrating what God has already done.
We have waited with love,
awed by how God’s love has been shown to us.
Tonight we light the Christ candle to celebrate the light
of God, coming into the world though the birth of Jesus.
Christ candle is lit.
All God of hope and peace, joy and love

from that stable so long ago your light
shines out into every corner of the world.
Help us to sing of the joy of your coming.
Help us to live by your light not only today,
but throughout the whole year,
so that tidings of peace and goodwill to all
will truly transform our world. Amen.
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Gloria sung twice

Sermon ............................................................ Rev. Richard Hergesheimer
Music for Reflection................................. Panis Angelicus by César Franck
Affirmation of Faith from Iona Abbey
Celebrant With the whole church,
All we affirm

that we are made in God’s image,
befriended by Christ,
empowered by the Spirit.
Celebrant With people everywhere,
All we affirm

God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,
planted more deeply
than all that is wrong.
Celebrant With all creation,
All we celebrate

the miracle and wonder of life;
the unfolding purposes of God,
forever at work in ourselves and the world.

Prayers of the People ............................................................... Maggie Scott
God in each one of us Hear our prayer.

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant When the Lord comes,

he will bring to light those things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ,
let us confess our sins.
A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant God be gracious to us and bless us,

and make your face shine upon us:
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Lord, have mercy.
People Lord, have mercy.
Celebrant May your ways be known upon the Earth,

your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
People Christ, have mercy.
Celebrant You, Lord, have made known your salvation,

and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.
People Lord, have mercy.
Celebrant God knows your pain and your suffering, and has shared it.

Jesus has commanded you to forebear and forgive,
and return to the God whose arms are always open to embrace.
God, pardon and forgive you your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in goodness,
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from on high has broken upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of God be always with you.
People And also with you.

 The Holy Communion 
Offertory Hymn
Away in a Manger CP 126
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus -- look down from on high
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay

close by me for ever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with you there.
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Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant Source of light and gladness,
People accept all we offer on this joyful feast.

May we grow up in him who unites our lives to yours;
for he is Lord now and for ever. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer 3
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, gracious God
we give you thanks and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who in the mystery of his incarnation
was made perfect human
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother;
in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven,
we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise
to proclaim the glory of your name:
Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God,
for the goodness and love
you have made known to us in creation;
in calling Israel to be your people;
in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.
For in these last days you sent him
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
Celebrant
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On the night he was handed over
to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples and said,
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore Father, according to his command,
People we remember his death,

we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming in glory;
Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
to you, Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God,
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,
that we, made acceptable in him,
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time,
reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new,
and bring us to that city of light
where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,
now and for ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.
All God here among us,

light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

Hymn after Communion ........................................... Silent Night CP 119
1. Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin, mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia,
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.
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3. Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Prayer After Communion
Celebrant Creator of all,
All
tonight you have united earth and heaven

in sending your Son to take our human nature.
May we who have tasted heavenly things
share in the life of his eternal kingdom.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Closing Hymn ..............................................Joy to the World CP 154
1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
let earth receive the King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and heaven and nature sing.
2. Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns:
let us glad songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let wrongs and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as our sin is found, far as our sin is found,
far as, far as our sin is found.
4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Dismissal
Postlude.................. Christmas Medley

Val Rutter, piano & Julie Rutter, flute
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We welcome St. Bart's! On this sacred night, we are delighted to have
our extended family sharing Christmas Eve together with us. Wishing you
all a blessed Christmas.

St. Hilda’s Office will be closed from December 25 - January 1. Regular
hours will resume on Tuesday January 5, 2021.
This evening’s liturgy has been compiled from various sources, including:
∙ Advent Wreath Liturgy of Remembrance Source: Andrews on the Terrace, W ellington, N.Z
∙ Collect from Common Worship: Additional Collects are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council,
2004, and are reproduced by permission. All rights reserved. copyright@churchofengland.org
∙ Prayer over the Gifts, Eucharistic Prayer 3, Prayer after Communion from Book of Alternative Services
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721903:
∙ Gloria by Jacques Berthier © 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc, agent. All rights
reserved.
∙ Christ, Be Our Light by Bernadette Farrell © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin OCP Publications
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